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Asad Abdul-Salaam wins the crown 
By Ashley Siayton Asad Abdul-Salaam, a senior mechanical engineering major 
Panther Staff from Texas City, Texas, was crowned Mr. Prairie View A&M University 
— 2006-2007 at the 20th annual scholarship pageant May 2 in the MSC au­
ditorium. Gary Andrae Hill, a sophomore with a double major in business 
management and mass communication, received first runner-up. The theme for this year's pageant was 
"Discovering the Mystique in a Prairie View Man." 
The winner of the pageant was awarded a $3,000 scholarship and passes to campus events 
in addition to other gifts. The first runner-up received a $700 scholarship, passes to campus events and an 
official plaque. 
Brandy Byers, a senior double major in English and criminal justice, served as mistress 
of ceremony and Gabriel Slack, a junior majoring in management information systems, served as master of 
ceremony. 
This year's pageant proved to be a classy, entertaining affair and consisted of four separate areas: 
sports and active wear, a talent competition, formal wear and an impromptu interview competition. Prairie 
View's Dance Ensemble performed during the first half of the pageant and Brandie Terrell, a junior com­
munications major, gave a vocal performance during the second half. 
Dean Charles H. I.ewter IV, co-executive director of the pageant, said, "1 thinV. the event 
was a success. The contestants worked very hard. 1 fussed, I stayed on them,hut they produced a wonderful 
show. 1 am very proud of them, all of them. 1 think we've raised the bar." Lewter said it took approximately 
two months to prepare for the event. m J-..™ 
The audience's reaction to the pageant and contestants was outstanding. Each contestant The king is crowned: In his 
did a dramatic interpretation with the exception of one, who gave a vocal performance. rendition of Malcolm X's final 
Feleesha Ridgeway, sophomore biology major, said, "My favorite part of the pageant was Speec^ Abdul-Salaam shows why 
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KPVU Panther Vision, a new television studio, has been es-
By Sharonda Peals and tablished in Hilliard Hall to enhance the learning experience for students 
Pa^UierStafT eS pursuing careers in film, production, and broadcasting. 
a" tr' " The Department of Languages and Communications, which 
set up the studio, hosted an open house last Thursday to introduce the 
facility to the university community. The department head, Dr. Dejun Liu, summed up the mood of excite­
ment of the faculty and students. He said the new studio is "an excellent addition to better serve the needs 
of students. The inclusion of state of the art equipment makes Prairie View more competitive with other 
schools and maybe even better than the program at Howard University." 
Justin Mark, a junior communications major, will host a new show "Good Morning Prairie View," 
which features discussions with fellow students about different topics affecting the campus as well as news 
segments. He said, "The new studio is a great addition to the 
communications department because it lets students as well as 
incoming freshmen know what we have to offer." 
"If not for the support of the department head and fac­
ulty, this would not have happened," said Dr. Afif Arabi, assistant 
professor of communications and studio director. "This was a 
long term project and will be completely finished next year. This 
is not only for the communications department, but the student 
population as a whole. The goal is to seek a public broadcasting 
license to serve the campus and also the community around 
us." 
The studio will also feature productions, craft shows, 
game shows, and a video program similar to "106 & Park." These 
shows will be broadcast throughout the day in the MSC as well 
as the cable channels offered on campus. Featuring four large 
See Vision page 5 
Photos by David Butler 
Film, produc­
tion and broadcasting students now 
have the opportunity to take advantage 
of a state-of-the-art facility to perfect 
their skills. 
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In the news... 
U.S. Vice President 
Cheney's former 
chief of staff Libby 
needs media records 
to prove innocence, 
his lawyers say 
By TONILOCY 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) _ Lawyers 
for I. Lewis " "Scooter" Libby urged a 
federal judge to force several media or­
ganizations to turn over e-mails, drafts of 
news articles and reporters' notes they say 
the former top White House aide needs to 
receive a fair trial in the CIA leak case. 
In a 45-page filing, Libby's law­
yers said Monday reporters have "no 
right under the Constitution or the com­
mon law to deprive Mr. Libby of evidence 
that will help establish his innocence at 
trial." 
Libby, 55, Vice President Dick 
Cheney's former chief of staff, is charged 
with pefyiuy and obstruction of justice for 
lying to the FBI and a federal grand jury 
about how he learned about CIA operative 
Valerie Plame and what he subsequently-
told reporters about her. 
The key to Libby's defense is 
whose memory is correct Libby's or three 
reporters who talked with him in June 
and July 2003. His lawyers said they need 
the reporters' records to use in cross-ex­
amining them and government officials, 
who, the lawyers said, maybe " "shading" 
the truth to protect themselves or their 
bosses. 
Lawyers for NBC News, The 
New York Times and Time Inc. want U.S. 
District Judge Reggie B. Walton to limit 
Libby's subpoenas. The media groups say 
the subpoenas are so broad that they 
threaten the integrity of their news gath­
ering operations by targeting all of their 
employees, not just the three reporters 
involved in the case. 
Syndicated columnist Robert 
Novak named Plame in a column on July 
14, 2003, eight days after her husband, 
former U.S. Ambassador Joseph Wilson, 
alleged in an opinion piece in The New 
York Times that the Bush administration 
had twisted prewar intelligence on Iraq to 
justify going to war. 
The CIA sent Wilson to Niger in 
early 2002 to detenu i ne whether there was 
any tnith to reports that Saddam Hussein's 
government had tried to buy yellowcake 
uranium from Niger to make a nuclear 
weapon. Wilson discounted the reports. 
But the allegation nevertheless wound 
up in President George W. Bush's 2003 
State of the Union address. Libby's indict­
ment grew out of conversations he had 
with NBC's Tim Russert, Time magazine's 
Matthew Cooper and former New York 
Times reporter Judith Miller in June and 
July 2003, a two-month period in which 
the White House, according to Special 
Counsel Patrick Fitzgerald, was mounting 
a campaign to undepnine Wilson's charges 
about the Iraq war. 
Generally, Libby's subpoenas seek all 
documents prepared or received by any 
employee of NBC News, The New York 
Times and Time that refer to Plame and 
her husband before Novak's column was 
published. 
The subpoenas also seek drafts of ar­
ticles, even those that were not published; 
communications between reporters and 
editors, and e-mail exchanges among any 
reporters about Plame or Wilson. 
The defense attorneys said in Monday's 
filing that reporters' notes may be useful to 
Libby's case if they do not mention Plame. 
Libby argues that Plame was a ' "periph­
eral" issue and that he was focused on 
attacking her husband's charges on the 
merits, not smearing him. 
Libby's lawyers want uncensored copies 
of Miller's notes to use to cross-examine 
her about discrepancies in her public state­
ments and writings about the case. Miller 
spent 85 days in jail last year, refusing to 
name Libby as her source. 
The defense team also wants NBC re­
porter Andrea Mitchell's records because 
the lawyers believe she told Russert about 
Plame's work at the CIA, and that Russert, 
in turn, told Libby. 
Libby's lawyers want records generated 
by Cooper's colleagues because he was part 
of a team of six reporters who worked on 
the dispute between Wilson and the White 
House over the prewar intelligence. 
Fort Hood soldies 
killed in Baghdad 
blast 
KILEEN, TX (AP) _ A Texan is 
one of two Fort Hood soldiers killed by a 
roadside bomb in Iraq. 
Staff Sgt. Bryant A. Herlem, 37, of 
Copperas Cove, died Friday, when an im­
provised explosive device detonated near 
his Humvee during combat operations in 
Baghdad, the Defense Department said 
Monday. 
The blast also killed Sgt. Jose Go­
mez, 23, of Corona, N.Y. 
Both were assigned to the 10th Cav­
alry, 4th Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, 
Fort Hood. 
At least 15 Texas service members 
have died in Iraq in 2006, and at least 
206 have died since the war began in 
March 2003, according to the Defense 
Department. 
Three years after 'Mission Ac­
complished/ President Bush sees 
turning point in Iraq 
By Jennifer Loven 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) - Three years 
after delivering his "mission accom­
plished" speech on Iraq, President George 
W. Bush declared another turning point 
had arrived with the establishment of a 
permanent government in Baghdad. 
" "We believe we've got partners to 
help the Iraqi people realize their dreams," 
Bush said Monday of the recent emergence 
of new Iraqi leadership. " 'They need to 
know that we stand with them." 
The president's May 1,2003, appear­
ance on the USS Abraham Lincoln is one of 
his most indelible war-related images. 
Clad in a flight suit, he emerged dra­
matically from a Navy jet that screamed in 
for a landing on the carrier's deck. Under 
a giant' "Mission Accomplished" banner, 
Bush announced that "" major combat 
operations in Iraq have ended." 
Though he was careful not to declare 
overall victory and warned of difficult work 
ahead, the speech was congratulatory in 
tone and aimed at marking a pivot from 
invasion to reconstruction. 
" "In the battle of Iraq, the United 
States and our allies have prevailed," Bush 
said then." "The battle of Iraq is one victory 
in a war on terror that began on Sept. 11, 
2001, and still goes on.... We do not know 
the day of final victory, but we have seen 
the turning of the tide." 
U.S. troops were trading fire with 
Iraqis almost daily, basic services were 
in a shambles and neither ousted leader 
Saddam Hussein nor weapons of mass 
destruction had been located. But the 
day seemed brilliantly staged. Detractors 
dreaded what they thought was inevitable _ 
seeing the images of Bush jubilantly greet­
ing homeward-bound sailors resurface in 
the president's 2004 re-election campaign 
and reinforce his wartime popularity. 
It didn't turn out that way. 
Violence in Iraq continued instead 
of ebbed. In the six weeks from the start of 
the invasion to Bush's speech, 139 U.S. sol­
diers had died. In the three years since, as 
of Sunday, there have been another 2,258 
U.S. military deaths in Iraq _ an average 
of 63 each month. 
There have been three democratic 
elections with voter participation increas­
ing each time. But it took four months of 
infighting to produce a slate of government 
leaders _ expected to be finalized this 
month _ representing all of Iraq's major 
ethnic and political factions in a fragile 
unity. Also, reliable electrical power is 
scarce, petty corruption is rampant and the 
government's Interior ministry is blamed 
for harboring death squads that are helping 
to drive sectarian violence. 
In a frank assessment, the No. 2 U.S. 
intelligence official, Gen. Michael Hayden, 
said last week that the war in Iraq currently 
inspires jihadists, but their failure there 
would weaken the movement globally. The 
U.S., he said, must not forget the impor­
tance of Iraq. 
' "The conflict there and more im­
portantly how it is routinely portrayed in 
Islamic media continues to cultivate sup­
porters for the global jihadist movement," 
Hayden told an audience in Texas during 
a little-noticed speech. 
Amid the difficulties, Bush's overall 
approval rating has fallen to a new low. 
Democrats cited the anniversary in 
criticizing the president. 
Democratic Rep. Rahm Emanuel 
of Illinois chairman of House Democrats' 
campaign arm, issued a reminder of some 
of the administration's main prewar pre­
dictions that proved false: that Iraqi oil pro­
duction would finance the reconstruction, 
that American troops would be greeted as 
liberators, that weapons of mass destruc­
tion would be found, and that a war that is 
now heading toward a $300 billion-plus 
(euro239.29 billion) price tag wouldn't cost 
even a third of that. 
Democratic leader Harry Reid stood 
on the Senate floor in front of a picture of 
Bush with the date May 1, 2003, and the 
phrase "' Mission Accomplished" and read 
the names of the 16 troops from his home 
state of Nevada who had been killed. 
Reid called it an " "unfortunate an­
niversary" that marked ' "a public relations 
stunt gone horribly wrong." 
White House press secretary Scott 
McClellan said some Democrats are choos­
ing to ignore the importance of the unity 
government's establishment. "There's 
an effort simply to distract attention away 
from the real progress that is being made," 
he said. 
In Bush's appearance outside the 
Oval Office with Secretary of State Condo-
leezza Rice and Defense Secretary Donald 
H. Rumsfeld, the president walked a fine 
line between celebrating achievements and 
warning of more sacrifices to come. 
With U.S. officials hoping the gov­
ernment's existence will drain the insur­
gency' and pave the way for an eventual 
drawdown of U.S. troop levels, Bush sent 
Rice and Rumsfeld to Baghdad last week 
to help boost the Iraqi leaders. The presi­
dent said his top foreign policy officials 
reported back that the Iraqis understand 
the job ahead and are capable of fulfilling 
it through what he warned will be more 
tough days because terrorists have caused 
" "such turmoil and havoc." 
" "We believe this is a turning point 
for the Iraqi citizens and it's a new chap­
ter in our partnership," Bush said. " 'This 
government is more determined than ever 
to succeed. "" 
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You ought to be in pictures Crossing the stage to the journey on the other side 
By Alanna Jones 
News/ Managing Editor 
It's that time of year 
again for graduation. Although I 
am not graduating next thisweek, 
time in so many of my peer's lives 
whether 1 know you or not, made 
me think about the significance of 
"stages" in the lives we live. 
As you gather with fam­
ily and friends rejoicing in the fact 
that your time here is done, and 
as you look in the mirror placing 
your hat on your head and making 
sure your gown looks perfect, you 
begin to realize that stepping into 
the real world is right around the 
corner. Tears may begin to fall, but 
think about this milestone in your 
life as just another stage to cross to 
step into another journey. 
If you think about it, a 
graduation ceremony is symbolic 
of the journey you have taken to 
get you this far. 
As you sit in your chair 
and listen to the speakers give 
encouraging words, this is sym­
bolic of the numerous speeches 
that parents, teachers, and friends 
have given you to get you here. 
As you stand to walk 
next to the stage, this serves as the 
journey you have taken and the 
decision you made to further your 
eduation at PV. 
As your name is called, 
you are recognized as an acom-
plished individual, and if only for 
second, you are being set apart 
from everyone else in the room. 
As you begin to walk 
across the stage, every step is pay­
ing for all the hard work, tears 
shed, money spent, and paving 
the way for someone else to walk 
in your footsteps. 
Finally, your diploma is 
placed in your hand certifying you 
as an elite member of society, and 
as you walk off the stage, you walk 
into what life has in store for you. 
Congratulations! 
Kwang Paick, respected professor of computer science 
By Alanna Jones 
News/ Managing Editor 
Computer science pro­
fessor Dr. Kwang H. Paick died 
of cancer Tuesday, April 25. 
Paick was highly re­
garded by his peers and students 
in as a leading expert in the field 
and an excellent teacher. 
"He was a very de­
manding teacher and his intimi­
dating nature pushed students 
to do their best," said Sheldo 
Gosey, a senior computer sci­
ence major. 
University sources say 
he managed a $2.1 million re­
search grant from the Depart­
ment of Defense. 
Funeral services were 
held last Saturday at Seoul Bap­
tist Church in Houston, Texas. 
Photo courtesy of Computer Science Department 
Paick will be missed: Computer science professor Dr. Paick 
encouraged students to go above and beyond expectations. 
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Diana Sanchez crowned Miss 20 Pearls 
By Jamur Barnes 
Panther Staff 
The second annual 
Miss 20 Pearls Pagaent was 
held on Wednesday, April 
26. The. pagaent drew a full 
crowd of spectators to the 
Memorial Student Center 
auditorium, all anxious to 
see what contestant would 
walk away victorious. 
The master and 
mistress of ceremonies were 
Johnny Buckner, member 
of Rho Theta, and Carlisa 
Goudeau, the reigning Miss 
Twenty Pearls. The theme of 
the pageant was "A Japanese 
Dynasty." It presented seven 
lovely young ladies: Jasmine 
Goudeau, Deneka Dove, 
Jasmine Blue, Marchandra 
Boyer, Everetta Carew, Di­
ana Sanchez, and Phyllicia 
Moore, 
Each contestent 
represented a different sym­
bol and meaning. In addition 
to the lovely show presented 
by the young ladies and the 
gentleman of the fraternity, 
the crowd was entertained by 
the old and new school grooves 
of campus favorite and local 
celebrity, D.J. Mr. Rogers. 
The contestants were 
able to display their poise, tal­
ent and individuality through 
the swimwear, talent, formal 
wear,and question and answer 
categories. 
The show also fea­
tured a Japanese themed fash­
ion showcase during inter­
mission by resident designer 
Uniquka Johnson and U.J. 
Fashions. 
At the closing of the 
evening, Diana Sanchez took 
the stage and was crowned 
"Miss 20 Pearls," and was 
awarded a scholarship of 
$1,500. There were other 
awards handed out: Jasmine 
Blue was crowned 2nd run­
ner up and earned the title of, 
"Miss Purple," Marchandra 
Boyer was crowned 1st runner 
up and earned the titles of, 
"Miss Gold," best formal wear, 
and best swimsuit, Jasmine 
Goudeau sold the most ads and 
was awarded Miss Congenial­
ity, and Phyllicia Moore took 
home best talent. In addition 
to crowns and a new found 
glory the ladies also received 
other immeasurable prizes. 
"I felt that the pag­
eant was a great experience. 
In addition to my new title, 
the pageant also benefited me 
by providing numerous skills 
that will shape me as a woman, 
and a host of new friends and 
experiences that I will treasure 
forever. I am truly grateful 
to the men of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Incorporated," said 
2nd runner up Jasmine Blue. 
The contestants and 
audience were not the only 
ones proud of the pageant, 
The pagent was sponsored by 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. 
They were also pleased with the 
outcome. 
"As with anything 
that Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, 
Inc. does, I feel that this pag­
eant was a huge success, and 
we are very pleased with the 
outcome," said sophomore 
Princeton Hicks. Photo by David Butler And the winner is...: Diana Sanchez proudly ac­
cepts the crown as the second Miss 20 Pearls. 
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity hopes for return to Tennessee State University 
By Cara Anthony 
Black College Wire 
To Sekou Charles, 
the possibility of being a 
part of the reactivation of 
the Tennessee State Univer­
sity chapter of Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity Inc. is a matter of 
patience. 
Charles, a member of 
Nashville's Gamma Phi grad­
uate chapter, said his chapter 
will oversee the intake pro­
cess if the Rho Psi chapter, 
banned five years ago after 
the death of a pledge, is rein­
stated. 
"We are just waiting 
to get the green light from 
the national council," said 
Charles, a graduate student 
from Chicago studying mar­
keting management. Uni­
versity President Melvin N. 
Johnson "seemed to have a 
friendly attitude about the 
chapter coming back." 
The chapter was 
banned after being linked to 
the death of student Joseph 
Terry Green Jr. 
It was reported that Green 
died after an initiation ritual 
called the "walk of death," ac­
cording to archives of the Me-
exercise over a long period of 
time before "crossing over" 
and receiving membership 
into the fraternity. 
The death was in-
Examiner. 
"This revocation may 
be lifted by the Supreme 
Council of Omega Psi Phi Fra­
ternity Inc. after five years." 
_ Photo by K. Cummings/thc Meter 
Return of the "Dawgs": More than 100 members of Omega Psi Phi Frater­
nity Inc. assembled for the dedication of a monument on the Tennessee State 
University campus in September, though the undergraduate chapter has been 
inactive on campus since 2001. 
ter, the student newspaper. 
The "walk of death" was said 
to require pledges to partici­
pate in extraneous physical 
vestigated by the Tennessee 
State Police Department, 
Metro Nashville Police and 
the Metro Nashville Medical 
said a May 10, 2001, letter 
to chapter members from 
the Omegas' then-fifth dis­
trict representative, Henry F. 
Jackson Jr., "or at such time 
that no member of the Rho 
Psi Chapter is enrolled as a 
full time or part time student 
at Tennessee State University, 
whichever is later." 
Green's parents filed 
a $15 million lawsuit against 
the fraternity. Doug Fierberg 
of the firm Bode & Grenier 
L.L.P. said on his Web site 




have had things happen 
they're not proud of," Chase 
said in the Diversity Institute 
story. "I'm looking for good, 
strong leadership to bring Rho 
Psi back into the fold at TSU. 
We don't want to fall into any 
more problems because, quite 
honestly, it's an embarrass­
ment to our organization." 
Dean Ronald Myles, 
director of student activities, 
said members of the student 
body have inquired about 
the organization, but that, 
"Reinstatement will not be 
automatic." 
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R e g i n a l d  B a c h u s  a c c e p t e d  i n t o  Y a l e  
By Jamaur Barnes 
Panther Staff 
It's been said that 
Prairie View produces pro­
ductive and historic people, 
and with that, Reginald Ba­
chus is no exception. Now 
swiftly preparing to exit his 
final semester here on "The 
Hill," Bachus has recently 
been deemed with the honor 
of being the first student in 
the history of Prairie View 
A&M University to be accept­
ed into the graduate program 
at Yale University. 
In addition to Yale 
being an Ivy League institu­
tion, Bachus says that what 
inspired him to apply for ad­
mission was the fact that his 
pastor is a product of the uni­
versity, and that it provides 
the academic foundation to 
make a change. 
Being accepted into 
the university is a humbling 
experience and a huge leap 
for Bachus, in that he is not 
only representing his alma 
mater, but his culture as well. 
"I am among the one percen­
tile of black students to get 
accepted, so I must represent 
our culture and our school in 
a positive way, while realizing 
that it was nothing but God's 
grace because I'm undeserv­
ing and unworthy of such an 
honor." Bachus says he feels 
that it is important to also 
present black males in the 
best light possible "I must 
dispel the negative image 
that has been cast on black 
men, and offer a real perspec­
tive and show that there are 
black males out there fur­
thering their education and 
advancing themselves." 
Bachus will soon 
receive a degree in electrical 
engineering and will resume 
his education in the fall by 
undergoing a three-year 
degree program which 
will help him to obtain a 
master of divinity degree. 
"The education that I will 
receive will not only pre­
pare me academically, but 
it will help shape me as a 
man, as well as make me 
more aware of the histori­
cal element and present 
day views of Christian­
ity." He says that with the 
knowledge and tools that 
he acquires from Yale, he 
plans on giving back to his 
community, 
While being ac­
cepted makes Reggie "pea­
cock proud," he still re­
mains loyal to his home 
school. "I feel indebted to 
Prairie View to represent 
it to the best of my ability. 
Our university has the cali­
ber of students to attend 
Yale, and I seek to start a 
legacy which will bridge 
the two universities." 
He says that in 
addition to the rich his­
tory and culture that our 
university has benefited 
him with, one of the big­
gest motivators which has 
kept him so loyal is the fact 
that he has been an ex­
ample for so many through 
his fraternity, his reign as 
Mr. Prairie View, resident 
minister and other historic 
examples. "By no means 
am I anywhere close to 
perfect, but knowing that 
I was a role model to oth­
ers, and that others looked 
up to me, kept me from 
making so many bad deci­
sions." 
Bachus says that 
he believes in all of Prairie 
View, and offers this bit of 
advice for those who also as­
pire to great things, "Believe 
in yourself, if you want to 
be successful, you must go 
that extra mile. Successful 
people are willing to do what 
unsuccessful people are un­
willing to do. Put all of your 
faith and trust in God, follow 
his will and he'll provide the 
rest. 
Photo Courtesy of Reginald Bachus 
the Lord, his school, and the 
invaluable education he will 
receive, Reginald Bachus is 
sure to set and break even 
With the support of more historical boundaries. 
Vision from page l 
cameras, immense stage with 
scenery from Prairie View's 
campus in the background, 
the studio is regarded as the 
epitome of a state-of-the-art 
studio. Senior communica­
tions major Jivenchi Row-
den, a member of the camera 
crew, said, "The studio has 
come full circle compared 
to when I came here in the 
fall of 2002. It gives com­
munications majors hope 
for bigger projects, more 
experience with the world 
of production, and a chance 
to show people what Prairie 
View students and staff are 
capable of accomplishing 
through hard work and dedi­
cation." 
Senior communica­
tions major Lunita Ander­
son is the audio director for 
the new studio. She said, 
"My job is to run the audio 
output to the station and I 
also run the switchboards 
that run the audio to the 
monitors." Anderson said, 
"We are continuing to im­
prove for the better because 
just a year ago we did not 
have the money to buy four 
massive cameras, or studio 
equipment and now the de­
partment can be proud of 
this remarkable studio that 
we all helped make pos­
sible." Shows from the new 
television studio will begin 
to air next fall semester. 
Faculty and staff of 
the Department of Languag­
es and Communications say 
that the ultimate goal of the 
communications program 
is to not only produce good 
communications majors, but 
also to stand at the forefront 
of communication education 
and provide knowledge, ex­
pertise, and experience to 
its students. 
Mr. PV from page l 
the talent. I think all the guys 
did exceptionally well and 
put a lot of effort into their 
performance." 
Standing ovations 
followed each contestant's 
performance. Leland Boyd, 
a sophomore management 
information systems major, 
said of contestant number 
four, Daneric Johnson, "I 
enjoyed his performance. It 
was very dramatic and com­
pelling." 
Abdul-Salaam was 
excited and ecstatic to be 
crowned Mr. Prairie View 
A&M University 2006-2007. 
"I want to implement pro­
grams," he said, "to help 
sharpen our students so we 
can represent Prairie View 
to the best of our abilities." 
Abdul-Salaam credits many 
people for helping him obtain 
the title of Mr. Prairie View. 
The annual Mr. Prai­
rie View A&M University 
scholarship pageant serves 
to reward those outstanding 
male students who strive to 
learn the lesson of real suc­
cess while attempting to in­
fluence and encourage their 
peers and society. 
FREE APARTMENT 
LOCATOR 
Houses - Apartments - lofts - High Rises 
1BEDR00MSS429 
2 BEDROOMS $600 
3 BEDR00MS-S788 
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THE PANTHER 
Wednesday, May 03,2006 
100% FINANCING 
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Less Than Lerfect Credit 
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A letter from the editor 
This is not the end 
i t  Now this is not the end. It is not even 
beginning of the end. But it is, peril, 
the end of the begi nning. J Jl 
-Sir Winston Churchill 
By Nneka Meka 
Editor in Chief 
Upon first entering 
The Panther office, I never in a 
million years suspected that I 
would one day be editor in chief. 
So I thank God for blessing me 
with the opportunity too serve 
in this position. I also cannot 
proceed without thanking those 
who came before me, especially 
Christina Johnson, Denise Cohen 
and Miss TC, for setting the bar 
so high. Everything you told me 
about the pressures and the perks 
of this position was so true. 
To my brothers and 
sisters of Pi Phi Sigma (where 
we take pride in being paper), 
thank you so much for being my 
MSC family. 
Rocky- The first friend I 
made in the office and my girl for 
life (even if you got your RHOyal 
blues confused.. .). Thankyoufor 
believing in me, it was you who 
gave me the confidence to even 
apply for the position of editor 
in chief. Now that you have a 
career...Miss Clark, you can pick 
up my tab. I love you homie! 
Otis- We fight and you 
turn stuff over in my office, but 
I would have been lost without 
you. The Panther is a business, 
and good layout and new stories 
are not enough to keep the paper 
going- your business sawy and 
reputation with advertisers was 
imperative to our survival and 
success. 
Marques- I missed 
seeing you this year, but you 
never slacked on your position. 
Thanks for being our window to 
the world. 
Evan- If I have told you 
this once, I have told you 1000 
times... you take BEAUTIFUL 
pictures and you do beautiful 
work. You are another one I fuss 
at (ease off the pretty girls and 
hurry up), but because of you 
we have so many pictures that in 
my opinion are worthy of being 
submitted for awards. Be good 
when I'm gone. 
Rashad- What can I 
say? You are something like a 
genius. 
LaCheryl- Now you... 
you are crazy and lascivious on 
top of that, but most of all you 
are amazing!! Your ideas are 
innovative and your presence is 
explosive- sometimes you can 
be slow as hell, but the work is 
worth the wait. I leave you my 
light so keep the office bright 
while I'm away. 
Detorsha- Wow girl! 
You are better than me; you do 
so much work and dedicate so 
much time without monetary 
compensation or seeing your 
name in lights. I never get the 
chance to tell you how much I 
appreciate you...so thank you 
ma'am. 
To my Pi Phi neos... 
David, Christina, and Lee- way to 
step up to the plate and knock it 
out the park. Y'all are stars. 
A L A N N A -
IrRHOplaceable, Questions, 
my golden child, my soRHOr, 
and my friend. I've always been 
hardest on you because I see 
your potential and I admire your 
ambition. Please take care of my 
baby, like any mother it has been 
hard for me to let go. Yet, I have 
so much faith in you and I know 
that you will take The Panther to 
places I only dreamed it could go. 
All my love and encouragement, 
remember what I told you about 
the leeches. 
The Zeta Beta chapter 
of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, 
Inc.- Thank you for delivering 
the paper, if it wasn't for the Zoo 
Boys all of our hard work would 
be in vain. Special thanks to 
Warren, Matt, and Sean who 
made it their mission to have 
those papers on that cart every 
Thursday morning (even after 
the toga.. .now that is dedication). 
I still owe y'all dinner. 
Dustin- My homie of 
too names, when you become a 
successful Canadian journalist 
you better still take time out to 
converse with me about hip-hop 
and nationalism. 
Mr. Ransom, 
Ms. Simmons, G.T., Ms. 
Thomas, and the rest of 
Student Activities- Thank 
you for supporting me and 
the efforts of The Panther. 
Ms. Nigh- You are 
undoubtedly Jhe Panther's 
secret weapon. Your quick 
wit and remarkable eyes are 
not to be reckoned with. 
Mr. Smith- You 
are the best advisor a newspaper 
could ever have. Yes, at times I 
misunderstood you, but at the 
end of the day I love everything 
you do for us and all the time 
you sacrifice to make sure we 
get a real journalistic experience 
in this office (on a side note, 
tell Mrs. Smith we are sorry 
for keeping you till 3 a.m. on 
Tuesdays specially Tuesday, 
February 14). 
Parental Unit- Dad and 
mama, my biggest fans and most 
honest critics, your little girl does 
not possess the words to thank 
you. I don't know how and 1 
don't know where to begin my 
appreciation for giving me life 
and love. I love you, I love you, I 
love you, till my last breath only 
love, gratitude and devotion to 
you two. 
Grandmother, aunties 
and all of New Roads, La.- You 
would think I was the editor 
of the New York Times, thank 
you for all your encouraging 
words. There is no place like 
New Roads. 
Gary- Shhh...the 
fireman coming!! You are 
beautiful, and you make me smile 
even when you make me cry. 
My last line sister 
standing and dearest friend-
Divine One. It has been four 
years and we are all grown up. 
I am so proud of you, don't hurt 
em' too much at Baylor 
School of Dentistry. If 
you promise not to find 
another friend's couch 
to sleep on when we 
graduate, I promise to 
never let anyone break 
our bond. 
P r i s ci 11 a -
Roomie, thanks for 
waiting up for me on 
Tuesday nights. I love 
you soRHOr. 
D.A.B- (The 
Devious Delta Alpha 
chapter ofSigmaGamma 
Rho Sorority, Inc. and 
The Fraternal Order 
of Classy Gentleman, 
Sigma Rhomeo) I didn't grow up 
with siblings, I truly feel like we 
are a family. We play hard and 
we fight hard and most of all we 
love hard. Thank you so much 
for loving me. SoRHOrs, you 
all are beautiful unique women 
who were strong enough and 
brave enough to take the road 
less traveled. Keep your heads 
up and continue to astound those 
who doubt you. All for Sigma. 
T.J- You are so much 
more than my frat brother. I 
missed you at the newspaper this 
semester, but I knowyou are on to 
bigger and better things. Shouts 
out to Eraakulit and K-Suave 
Productions for setting out my 
graduation weekend (Thursday, 
Saturday, and Sunday...you boys 
are wild). You always knew how 
to keep the party going. 
To all my friends and 
acquaintances- Thanks for the 
memories. 
Dr. George Brown, Dr. 
Seab Smith, Dr. Marsha Kay 
Washington, and Dr. James 
Jones- Some professors are 
priceless. 
To my dear and loving 
Prairie View- Thanks for the 
tears, thanks for the laughs, and 
thanks for the wisdom. You 
have played an integral role 
in molding the young girl who 
first stepped on to this soil into 
a young woman ready for the 
world. I will never forget about 
you, and when I get my first big 
check I'm going to hook you up. 
Now it's official, it has 
been a pleasure serving you but 
I am now bowing out and passing 
the torch. I never say goodbye, 
so peace and blessings until we 
meet again. 






Amid all the grand­
standing and chest-thumping 
over high gasoline prices, at 
least one good idea has emerged 
to combat the pain consumers 
are feeling at the pump. 
With average prices 
edging toward $3 a gallon, Pres­
ident Bush is asking Congress 
for the authority to raise vehicle 
fuel economy standards. 
The proposal will not 
ease the suffering any time soon, 
but it is long overdue, and it will 
help future generations avoid 
some of the pain motorists are 
experiencing today. 
Current CAFE, or cor­
porate average fuel economy, 
standards call upon U.S. auto­
makers to make their fleets av­
erage 27.5 miles per gallon for 
passenger cars. 
But that level was set 
about 20 years ago; in the time 
since then, gas prices have sky­
rocketedf, culminating with the 
high costs we are seeing today. 
Most consumers see 
this as an economic issue, but it 
also is a national security con­
cern, something the president 
touched on during his State of 
the Union address earlier this 
year. 
While Bush requested 
the authority to raise the fuel 
efficiency standard, he did not 
specify a target level, White 
House spokesman A1 Hubbard 
told the media. 
If lawmakers have the 
backbone to grant the request, it 
will be a reversal of earlier posi­
tions, although Reps. Sherwood 
Boehlert, R-N.Y., and Edward 
Markev, D-Maine, have been 
trying to raise the standard for 
years. 
Other congressmen 
have tried to paint the oil com­
panies as sinister profiteers. Sen. 
John McCain, R-Ariz., likened 
their image to that of a ' '  Sa­
tanic cult" on a recent segment 
of Imus in the Morning," the 
national talk show simulcast on 
radio and cable TV. 
Federal officials may 
join the oil companies in the 
image department if they rail 
against the industry without ad­
dressing the problem with a for­
ward-looking national energy 
policy. 
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TMEPANI 
Panthers capture share of SWAC West title 
with win over Southern 
By Ryan McUmtv 
Paatfeer  Ct ' i r resfK-. ' . -aUvv.  
Prair ie  View junwv 
Matthew Chase threw a cm *• 
2  t  I 'C-£11-£ t ic  to  |>. iX t i - lv .  
Panthers  to  a  6  a  viciorv over  Hoot  aero 
dimversl tv  on tuturday af ternoon in 
Prat t le  View.  
the  vietex\  e t?nohes a .  .oost  a  
share  of  the SV. VC Western * v \  i^ toa 
t i t le  tor  the Panthers .  
The Panthers ,  got  en board m 
the bot tom ot  the f i rs t  oa  designated 
Arthur  Chris ta i ' s  kB 1 s lhgle  and 
increased to  2-0 af ter  two toiungs of  
oUy atk f i rs t  hasomao Res.etr . .  dbonet  g  
solo home run over  the lef t  
Prair ie  View upped i ts  lead to  t  o  m the 
third f rame on Chris ta ls  sacr i f ice  fiy.  
of  the  found aapg extended PraA v^ 
View A lead to  4-o The-Panthers ,  addm# 
m.c secies .  
:  nip.so v e  to  .5-4 OA the sea son r.  ik  
St .  A Peek Hit  .  o ' •  earned t ru  Pes*.  
I eddoif bat ter  Where led the Panthers  
a t  the plate  going 3-0 f  5  witha r im and 
RBI.  
The victory marks the 
career  vein for  fourth -year  head coach 
Vliehael  Robertson and is  a lso the 
f i rs t  t ime t i re  Jaguars  have been heht  
scoreless  s ince February of  200,1 In  
addi t ion if  a lso marks the f i rs t  t ime a:  
team dtA#era w ul  captute  
a t  loast  s  sfehte  of  the S\ \  Vi  A.  os^ 
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Associated Press 
Mario Williams, Reggie Bush 
and Vince Young all went in the top five 
of the NFL draft Saturday as expected. 
Not Matt Leinart. 
The 2004 Heisman Trophy 
winner took a slide to No. 10, finally 
picked by Arizona after several teams in 
desperate need of a signal caller passed 
on the Southern California quarterback. 
"I went No. 10. There could be 
worse things in life, you know?" Leinart 
said, cracking a smile. "I think things 
happen for a reason, I fell to Arizona for a 
reason, and I look forward to going there. 
I think it's a good fit for me." 
Williams went No. x overall 
to Houston, one day after the North 
Carolina State standout defensive end 
signed a six-year, $54 million contract. 
Bush, who teamed with Leinart at USC 
and was projected to be the top pick 
overall, next went to New Orleans. 
The Titans went for a younger, 
faster version of the aging Steve McNair, 
taking Young of national ch ampion T exas 
at No. 3. And the Jets, who have Chad 
Pennington recovering from his second 
rotator cuff injury, pleased their large, 
loud contingency by choosing Virginia left 
tackle D'Brickashaw Ferguson fourth. 
Leinart then dropped out of the 
top five when Green Bay selected Ohio 
State linebacker A.J. Hawk, and slipped 
further when San Francisco which has 
its future quarterback in 2005 No. 1 
pick Alex Smith took Maryland tight end 
Vernon Davis. And Leinart kept falling 
past Oakland, Buffalo and Detroit. 
It was something of a surprise, 
considering he would likely have been the 
top overall pick last year if he left school 
early as a junior. 
The left-hander, who has played 
in a pro-style offense, succeeded Pro 
Bowl quarterback Carson Palmer at USC 
and fits the classic dropback model. 
But there have been questions 
about his arm strength that might have 
contributed to his slide. 
Along came Arizona, which 
needed a quarterback to learn behind 
Kurt Warner. The addition of Leinart is 
another huge piece of the offense for the 
Cardinals, who signed Colts running back 
Edgerrin James as a free agent and have 
the best receiver tandem in the NFL in 
Larry Fitzgerald and Anquan Boldin. 
Vanderbilt's J ay Cutler, the final 
quarterback of the "Big Three," went to 
Denver at No. 11 after the Broncos traded 
up four spots to get St. Louis' pick. The 
Rams get Denver's No. 15 pick, and 
also got a third-round selection (No. 68 
overall). 
Though the suspense was 
already gone by the time the No. 1 pick 
was announced and with the crowd 
booing and chanting "overrated", 
Photo courtesy of Associated Press 
What!: Fans were shocked when Texan personnel opted for Williams instead of the Heisman trophy winner, Bush. 
Williams proudly hugged commissioner 
Paul Tagliabue after his name was called 
at Radio City Music Hall, home to the 
famed Rockettes. 
"I came from behind. I'm 
an underdog, basically," Williams 
said. "There's kind of a chip on my 
shoulder." 
Though Bush was projected as 
the top selection, the Texans made the 
surprising and bold move for Williams. 
The defensive disrupter got a deal worth 
$26.5 million guaranteed. 
Williams, who has been 
described as a cross between Julius 
Peppers and Lawrence Taylor, saw his 
stock soar after his amazing performance 
at the NFL combine in February. The 6-
foot-61/2,292-pounder ran the 40-yard 
dash in 4.73 seconds and had 35 reps on 
the 225-pound bench press. 
He becomes the first defensive 
end taken No. 1 overall since Courtney 
Brown went to the Cleveland Browns in 
2000, and the 12th defensive lineman 
to be picked at the top of the draft. The 
Texans, who haven't had a winning 
season in their four-year existence, got 
the first pick after going 2-14 this past 
season. 
"He can be another Reggie 
White," Texans owner Bob McNair said. 
"That's what our people think." 
Bush, who dazzled with his 
electrifying moves and speed en route to 
the Heisman Trophy, will bring his act to 
New Orleans. He teams with newly signed 
free-agent quarterback Drew Brees and 
running back Deuce McAllister, who is 
rehabilitating a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in his knee. 
"I'm coming in there strong, I'm 
coming in there to help win some games, 
and I'm coming in there to help the city 
get turned around," Bush said. 
Bush has had more on his mind 
than the draft after questions were raised 
concerning who paid the rent 
for a home his parents lived 
in, and whether an agent 
was involved, which could 
violate NCAA rules. He's 
adamantly insisted there was 
no wrongdoing. 
The 6-foot, 200-
pound Bush had 1,740 yards 
rushing and 2,890 all-purpose 
yards this past season for the 
Trojans as a junior. 
He decided to leave 
school early to enter the draft 
after USC lost to Texas in 
the national championship 
game. 
Though Leinart 
played for Titans offensive 
coordinator Norm Chow at 
USC, general manager Floyd 
Reese was said to prefer 
Young, who passed for 267 
yards, ran for 200 more and 
scrambled 8 yards on fourth 
down with 19 seconds left for 
the winning touchdown in a 
41-38 win over Leinart and 
USC in the Rose Bowl. Though 
he has terrific running ability 
and a great arm, many are 
unsure how he will fit into a pro-style 
offense. 
Oakland took Texas defensive 
back Michael Huff at No. 7, Buffalo chose 
Ohio State safety Donte Wbitner eighth 
and Detroit finally went for a defensive 
player, taking Florida State linebacker 
Ernie Sims at No. 9. 
After Cutler, there was a run 
on defensive linemen. Cleveland and 
Baltimore swapped spots, with the 
Ravens picking Oregon DT Haloti Ngata 
t. H* 
Photo courtesy of Associated Press 
NFL Ready: Houston native, Vincent Young, 
was the no,3 pick by the Titans. 
at No. 12 and the Browns taking Florida 
State DE Kamerion Wimbley at No. 13. 
The Eagles selected FSU tackle Brodrick 
Bunkley No. 14, the Rams took Clemson 
cornerback Tye Hill at No. 15, Miami 
picked Tennessee safety Jason Allen and 
the Vikings got Iowa linebacker Chad 
Greenway. 
2006 NFL Draft 
Williams upstages Bush as No.l pick 
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Texans anger fans with no.l pick 
By Rashad Morgan 
Sports Editor 
After watching the NFL 
draft I, myself, like other NFL 
fans was very surprised why the 
Texans opted to waste their num­
ber one pick on Mario Williams, 
and missing out on the future 
hall-of-famer Reginald Bush. 
I understand that Bush 
has been recently involved in 
rumors and allegations that say 
he was pocketing money while at 
USC, but he was by far the best 
player in the draft. 
Not taking any credit 
from Williams who has been 
compared 














duction on a team that finished 
last season 2-14. 
Bush is a 200 lb. back/ 
receiver with unreal athleticism 
and 4.3 speed. 
As a sophomore he was 
one of the top players up for the 
Heisman trophy with 1417 total 











ing the end 
Itioto courtesy oiA.isociated Press ZOUe l8 
High riser: Bush dazzled fans with times. 
Barry Sanders like moves. NFL recruits 
probably tabulate character, 
personality, salaiy and whatever 
else into picking a player but 
some things are just common 
sense. 
"End If Tlw Ykar lemir 
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Guard signs letter of intent 
with Lady Panthers 
Panther News Service 
The Prairie View A&M 
University Lady Panther bas­
ketball team strengthened its 
backcourt for the 2006-07 
season with the signing of 
Riverside Community College 
standout Shavonne Smith. 
Smith, a 5-6 guard 
from Corona, Calif., is one of 
the most decorated players in 
RCC history. She averaged 23.1 
points per game along with 4.5 
assists and 4.3 steals this past 
season. 
A proficient shooter, 
Smith shot 49 percent from 
the field with a 40 percent 
clip from the three-point line. 
Smith is the college's all-time 
leading scorer with 1,381 points 
and set a school record this 
past season with 158 steals. 
She also set the single-season 
scoring record with 831 points 
this year. 
For her outstanding 
play on the court during the 
2005-06 season, Smith was 
selected to the CCCWBCA All-
State first team (which, also 
features fellow signee Alexis 
Pope), the COA Championship 
Festival AU-Tournament Team 
and Orange Empire Conference 
first team. 
She also was selected 
as Co-MVP of the Orange Em­
pire Conference during the 
2004-05 season. 
Two Panthers selected 
o all-Swac softball team 
By Tainika Newman 
Panther Staff 
The Prairie View A&M 
University Lady Panthers fin­
ished the regular season with 
two players selected to the 
All-Southwestern Athletic Con­
ference softball team. Third 
baseman Emily Ilolcomb and 
outfielder Nikki Lilly garnered 
first team honors. 
A 6-0 sophomore 
transfer from Mississippi Val-
ey State University, Holcomb 
ranked among the top 10 in 
four SWAC statistical catego­
ries. The Missouri City, Texas 
native ranked 10th in the con­
ference in batting with a .333 
average, eighth in hits with 43, 
sixth in RBIs with 25 and was 
tied for sixth in doubles with 
11 during the regular season. 
Holcomb's best game of the 
season occurred on April 5 
against Texas College when 
she batted .750 (3-for-4), bad 
four RBIs and recorded three 
doubles. 
Lilly, a 5-4 junior pre­
season All-SW AC honoree from 
Hempstead, Texas, led tYie 
SWAC with 21 stolen hases in 
23 attempts. In other confer­
ence statistical categories Lilly 
ranked ninth batting .343, tied 
for 16th in runs scored with 24 
and tied for 17th with 37 hits. 
In games against Southern 
and McNeese State, Lilly went 
a combined six-for-six at the 
plate. 
Vick gets second chance after not being drafted 
Associated Press 
Undrafted and still 
unsigned former Virginia Tech 
quarterback Marcus Vick will 
attend the Miami Dolphins' 
rookie mini-camp this weekend 
to audition for the team's coach­
es and personnel officials. 
League rules permit 
clubs to bring in a limited num­
ber of free agent rookies to 
participate in mini-camp ses­
sions. Teams use the practices 
to evaluate the players on the 
field and the auditions often 
lead to contract offers. 
Whether the Dolphins 
decide to sign Vick, the younger 
brother of Atlanta Falcons star 
Michael Vick, probably depends 
on how well he performs this 
weekend. 
There is a possibility 
that, if the Dolphins don't offer 
Vick a contract and no other 
NFL club demonstrates inter­
est in him, he might have to 
consider the CFL as an option 
for beginning his professional 
career. 
Miami lists just three 
quarterbacks recently acquired 
veteran Daunte Culpepper, un­
tested veteran Cleo Lemon and 
Brock Berlin on its roster. Cul­
pepper continues to rehabilitate 
from three torn ligaments in his 
right knee and it is not certain 
yet if the former Minnesota Vi­
kings starter will be recovered 
for the start of the regular sea­
son. Lemon, a two-year veteran 
obtained last year in a trade with 
San Diego, has yet to play in a 
regular-season game. Berlin, 
viewed as a developmental-type 
prospect, is currently playing in 
the NFL Europe League with the 
Hamburg Sea Devils. 
Vick completed 207 
of 346 passes for 2,868 yards, 
with 19 touchdown passes and 
15 interceptions. At the combine 
workouts in February, he mea­
sured 6-feet and 200 pounds 
and he has been time at 4.47 in 
the 40-yard dash. 
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Hope  you 've  had  a  g rea t  year  
By LaCheryl E. Whitlow 
L/H and A/E Editor 
To all readers, co-
horts, and contributors of The 
Panther, thank you so much 
for your support this semester. 
1 have had a wonderful expe­
rience working here this past 
semester as the Lifestyles/ 
Health & Arts/ Entertainment 
editor. I never expected nor 
intended to go from a writer 
to an editor in the manner I 
did but I was very elated to be 
1 given the opportunity. 
1 Every one on the staff 
1 has truly been a dream to work 
f with. The advisor, staff, edi-
tors, writers, photographers, 
etc., are all very talented, artic­
ulate, and highly skilled at what 
they do. I sincerely have my ut­
most respect and gratitude for 
the all the hard work that my 
co-workers devote to student 
publications every single day. 
I can sympathize 
with them having to deal with 
the stress of allocating their 
time for class and then dealing 
with feeling under appreciated 
for all the hard work because 
I have. Therefore, to the crew, 
I just wanted to say thank-you 
for working and sharing with 
me. If you have felt like no one 
appreciated your hard work this 
year please know that I did. 
In addition I pray 
that all the first time freshmen 
had a fulfilling college experi­
ence and that they are all able 
to come back next semester 
and pave the way for a success­
ful academic career. To all oth­
er students (graduate students 
included") 1 pray that you have 
an even greater possibility at 
the same endeavor. 
Two of my instruc­
tors said someth ing very great 
to me this semester that has 
helped me personally to get on 
the right academic track. Dr. 
Robert Rodriquez said on the 
second day of class, "Discipline 
is doing what you don't want to 
do when you don't want to do 
it." Dr. Veda Brown said," Do 
your very best and then push 
yourself a little bit." 
These two statements 
from my professors motivated 
me to try as 1 have never tried 
before after midterms to shoot 
for the greatest in everything I 
do. It is these two statements 
that I give to each person who 
is a part of the Prairie View 
A&M University family as 
words of encouragement for 
the summer (with a little re­
mixing). Discipline yourself to 
do your very best even when 
you do not want to do it, and 
then push yourself a little bit. 
Have a beautiful summer. 
(J N 1 V E R S1 T V 
C O L L E G E  The Answers 
Weekly Update for Freshmen 
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FINALS 
ARE fa i 
NOW!! 
BE SAFE, BE 
SMART, 
PLAY BY 
ALL THE RULES!! 
You must have a grade of 'C' or better in your developmental class (es) at mid­
terms to be able to pre-register for the summer/fall 
Check out the following URL: http://calendars.ovainu.edu/ for information about 
our Quick THEA testing schedule or call 936/857-2747. 
BIdgs. #37, #38 and #39 hosted a very successful 'rap-a-taste' seminar! 
BIdg #40 held a special farewell program, awards ceremony and 
dinner! 
PLANNING ON GOING TO SUMMER SCHOOL AWAY FROM PV??? 
YOU NEED TO HAVE YOUR SUMMER CREDITS PRE-APPROVED!! 
SEE YOUR ADVISOR FOR DETAILS!! 
HAVE A SUPER SUMMER!! 
SEE YOU "BACK ON THE HILL" 
LIFESTYLES 
& HEALTH 
NULL) HI LUIEHL i MIL unmiv@mui.DI 
Know thyself -a social influence 
By Dr. Victor Pendelton 
Faculty Contributor 
The college years are 
a time to develop academically, 
physically, and emotionally. Stu­
dents are presented with op­
portunities to develop skills that 
will serve them well in the world 
of work. Students are challenged 
to maintain good health in an 
atmosphere of reduced adult 
supervision. They are also chal­
lenged emotionally by separation 
from familiar surroundings, by the 
formation of new relationships, 
and by the dismantling of existing 
ones. 
Successful negotiation 
of these challenges may have a big 
impact on individual quality of life 
for years to come. Many factors 
are related to whether a student is 
successful or not. One huge factor 
is social influence. 
We are social creatures 
and that is not a question. We 
care about what others think of 
us and we will adjust our behav­
ior in order to conform to the 
social order and to avoid social 
criticism. Many famous studies on 
conformity speak to this human 
quality, including those of Stanley 
Milgram. 
In the 1960s Milgram 
found that three out of four people 
were willing to go against their 
self-declared moral values when 
commanded to do so by a person in 
a position of moderate authority. 
Milgram designed a study where 
a disciplinarian (the subject of the 
experiment) was put into the posi­
tion of delivering progressively 
higher levels of electric shock to a 
student as part of an "experiment 
in learning." In actuality it was an 
experiment to see just how high 
the disciplinarian would increase 
the voltage. The disciplinarian 
was controlling a device that was 
believed to deliver shocks from 
15 to 450 volts. To put this into 
perspective, low-voltage (220 
volts) alternating current travel­
ing through the chest for a split 
second can cause life-threatening 
irregular heart rhythms. 
In fact, no shock was de­
livered but the student pretended 
to be shocked when the button was 
pushed. The student was asked 
questions which were purposely 
missed. The disciplinarian, on in­
struction from the teacher, would 
administer a shock after each 
miss. As the voltage was increased 
in level, the student would begin 
to grunt with pain. At i20volts the 
student began shouting that the 
shocks were painful. At 150V the 
student would request that the 
experiment be stopped. At 27OV 
the student screamed in agony. 
At 300V there was a thud on the 
floor, followed by silence. 
The implication was 
that the student had passed out, 
or worse. However, the teacher 
would instruct the disciplinar­
ian to continue the experiment 
because "no answer was a wrong 
answer," and that the student 
"would not sustain any permanent 
damage." So, how many people 
continued the experiment? Three 
out of four disciplinarians raised 
the level of electric shock into 
dangerously high levels. This ba­
sic experiment has been repeated 
many times with similar results. 
However, when the 
experiment was described to 
groups of people similar to the 
disciplinarians, and the groups 
were asked what they would do 
in a similar situation, 95 percent 
responded that they would resist 
and would not harm the student 
for the sake of a simple experi­
ment. This suggests that people 
don't really understand what they 
are capable of. Even a group of 
psychiatrists predicted that only 
the "lunatic fringe," five percent 
of the human population, would 
be likely to inflict such pain on a 
person for so trivial a reason. In 
this case, it's safe to say that know 
thyself is not as easy as it sounds. 
These findings are im­
portant to college students seek­
ing to get the most from their 
college experience. Your level of 
achievement will likely be related 
to the people you associate with. 
If you are hanging with people 
who are positive, goal directed, 
and focused, you will likely behave 
in a similar manner. If you are 
hanging with people who make 
poor choices, who are emotionally 
immature, and who are unlikely 
to achieve academic success, your 
chances of success will be dimin­
ished. Just remember that "the 
hand of the dyer is subdued by the 
dye in which it works." 
Dr Pendleton is a psy­
chologist in the Student Counsel­
ing Center: 936-857-2511. 
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Tallahassee students hold sit-in at Florida capital 
By Herneshia Spurlock 
Black C'ollegewire 
Students from Flor­
ida A&M University, Florida 
State University and Tal­
lahassee Community Col­
lege staged a sit-in at the 
governor's office at the state 
Capitol to protest a suspect­
ed cover-up in the death of 
a 14-year-old boy at a state 
boot camp. Martin Lee An­
derson died on Jan. 6 at a 
Bay County Department of 
Juvenile Justice boot camp 
after being beaten, kicked 
and kneed by boot camp 
guards. 
On April 19, Florida 
Gov. Jeb Bush and a num­
ber of senators met private­
ly with four of the student 
leaders, including FAMU 
Student Government Asso­
ciation President Ramon Al­
exander and Gabriel Pendas, 
Florida State's senate presi­
dent. But the governor's 
responses to the student 
protesters' demands were 
unsatisfactory, said Kay-
cee Brock, chief of staff of 
the SGA at Florida State. 
Alexander and Pendas 
helped facilitate prepara­
tions for the sit-in. 
"Enough effort 
has not been committed 
to this case," Alexander 
said. "We aren't going 
anywhere until appropri­
ate attention is brought to 
this case." 
Bush met April 20 
with Anderson's parents. 
Details of that meeting 
were not released. 
More than 30 students 
congregated in the lob­
by of the governor's of­
fice April 19 to demand 
justice. They requested to 
speak with Bush, while 70 
additional protesters rallied 
outside. 
"Justice delayed to remain at the governor's 
is justice denied," Pendas 
said. 
The student pro­
testers said they intended 
Photo Credit The Famttan 
office until their demands 
were met. 
According to Flor­
ida State student Joshua 
Moore, 21, a senior biology 
student, the seven demands 
include: release of a second 
autopsy report; filing of a 
civil suit against the Bay 
County Sheriffs Office and 
the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement; the ar­
rest of the seven guards and 
nurse involved; removal of 
the medical examiner and 
revocation of his medical li­
cense; a change of location 
for the court hearing; and a 
public apology to the Ander­
son family from Bush and 
the Florida Department of 
Law Enforcement. 
On April 20, the 
student protesters met with 
members of the Tallahassee 
Democratic Party. 
Moore said some 
politicians commented that 
the students were courteous 
and orderly. No force has 
been used. 
Common-sense tips for managing student debt 
College students are an easy target and more vulnerable for major credit card debtors 
By Nakia Barriteau 
Black C'ollegewire 
It starts off with buy­
ing those jeans that you like 
but cannot afford. Then the 
shoes you have to buy to match 
the jeans. Don't forget the visit 
to the salon to complete this 
look. These are the some of the 
reasons college students are in 
debt. 
According to the stu­
dent-loan provider Nellie Mae, 
the average outstanding bal­
ance on undergraduate credit 
cards in 2005 was $2,169, al­
though credit card debt has de­
creased 15 percent from 2000. 
Joi Brown, a junior at 
Hampton University, has con­
cluded that college students 
are in debt because they want 
more than they can afford. 
"Their eyes are bigger than 
their stomachs," she says. 
Brown said her own 
debts are the result of college 
loans. She said college students 
should develop a budget to 
monitor their spending."It lets 
you know where your money 
is going and it keeps you disci­
plined," she said. 
Brown also said peo­
ple should follow their instincts 
when shopping. "If you see 
something and you are having 
second thoughts about buy­
ing it, more than likely you do 
not need it." Patricia Peters, a 
junior at the University of Cen­
tral Florida, seconds Brown's 
advice. She said developing a 
budget keeps her out of debt. 
Peters said she was 
had accumulated enough to buy 
a car without having to take out 
a car loan. 
To make sure that her 
bills are paid on time, Peters 
said she uses an easy-pay option 
in which money is taken directly 
should not accept special offers 
from credit card companies. 
Students who want 
to avoid debt should have one 
credit card with a low interest 
rate, she said."Read the fine 





forced to monitor her spending 
after her mother told her she 
would have to pay her own col­
lege tuition. Now she says she 
shops only for items she needs, 
or window shops. 
"Having debt is not 
cool," Peters said.In addition 
to developing a budget, Peters 
said she saves up for an item 
before buying it. She said she 
from her checking account. 
Peters said she be­
lieves her future will be "pretty 
smooth." "I do not have to worry 
about owing people or late pay­
ments," she said. A lot of other 
college students are in debt, 
however, and for that reason 
Donnella Hardee, a loan officer 
at Sandhills Bank in North Myr­
tle Beach, S.C., said students 
Photo credit: end-eredit-cnrd-h^com 
signing," Hardee said.The loan 
officer said students should 
charge only what they can af­
ford to pay when the bill comes: 
"If you cannot afford it, then do 
not buy it." 
Hardee said being in 
debt can cause depression and 
ruin an individual's credit score 
if he or she makes a lot of late 
payments."If your debt ratio is 
too high and your credit score is 
low, you can hang it up," Hard­
ee said. "How you pay your bills 
determines your credit score. It 
can take up to 15 years to pay off 
$ 15,000 worth of debt if a person 
only makes minimum payments 
on the account," Hardee said. 
"It can take at least 36 months 
to pay off between $3,500 and 
$3,600." 
Hardee said she does 
not blame students for their debt 
problems, rather the credit card 
companies who target them. 
Some students do have 
plans to free themselves from 
debt after they graduate. Brown, 
who said she is more than 
$30,000 in debt, plans to con­
solidate her loans after gradua­
tion. But she said she does not 
know how soon she will be out 
of debt. "I do not know because 
as soon as I graduate it's going 
to he something else, another 
bill," Brown said. 
She said being in debt 
has taught her financial respon­
sibility. "I never took finances 
seriously until I had to start tak­
ing out loans and they started to 
accumulate," she said. 
Hardee said students 
like Brown who are in debt and 
want to get out can start by pay­
ing off their smallest bills first. 
Then, she said, people should 
begin paying off other bills by 
making minimum payments on 
those accounts."People should 
remember to keep their debt 
below 40 percent of their gross 
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Post-Katrina comeback for New Orleans' Preservation Hall and its old time jazz 
By CainBurdeau 
Associated Press Writer 
Preservation Hall, the 
dust-covered French Quarter 
building caked in jazz his­
tory, is finally reopening its 
shutters and iron gates eight 
months after Hurricane Ka-
trina turned this old city into 
a ghost town. 
The hall's first public 
shows, billed for Friday night, 
will mark one more important 
stage in the city's slow resur­
rection. The reopening will co­
incide with a burst of musical 
spirit when the annual New 
Orleans Jazz and Heritage 
Festival kicks off Friday. 
Once open seven 
nights a week, Preservation 
Hall has been ominously quiet 
since Katrina. But the hall's 
musicians known worldwide 
as exemplars of traditional 
New Orleans jazz are back. 
Man, it felt so 
good," Benjamin Jaffe, the 
Preservation Hail director, 
said about recent jam sessions 
to get the place warmed up 
for the reopening, which will 
be preceded by a VIP-studded 
celebration Thursday night. 
"It started to feel 
too much like a repository" of 
history, Jaffe said. ' 'I started 
looking around and feeling 
that's what we were becom-
mg. 
On a recent 
morning, Jaffe, the son 
of the hall's co-found­
ers, clambered onto the 
piano bench and got the 
moldy air moving again 
with a whimsical rendi­
tion of a Tuts Washing­
ton tune called '' Junko 
Blues." 
Preservation 
Hall is a place that 
revels in the passage 
of time, and as little 
as possible is altered. 
Overhead, years' worth 
of dust clings to the 
rafters in waves; no 
one dares patch plas­
ter that's fallen off the 
walls; street-facing window 
sell drinks to stay open, we'll 
sell drinks." 
Preservation Hall 
is one of the few late-night 
venues in the French Quarter 
where music takes precedence 
over liquor. 
The place was opened 
by Jaffe's parents, Allan and 
Sandra, in 1961 with the aim 
of preserving the old-time 
sounds of New Orleans. Since 
then, Preservation Hall bands 
have toured the world, play­
ing at the Olympic Games in 
Mexico in 1968, in the Soviet 
Union in 1979, for royalty 
in London and at the White 
House. 
Jaffe said the hall has 
asked for government help to 
keep it and its 70 musicians in 
business, but those pleas have 
been rebuffed. 
*" It would be nice if 
a federal agency would sub­
sidize it," Jaffe said. ' "We're 
not just important to New Or­




seeped through the shutters, od," Jaffe said. " "If we have to 
Some images need 110 explanation. 
A college class ring is recognized as a 
symbol of your achievement, a 
connection to your university among 
other stuudLerrts and alumni. Instant 
pride?. Instant respect. Instant tradition. 
May lOth, 2006 - May I 1 th, 2006 
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p . m . 
I JKJUSJI CJL*? JBS> o *» Its; to re 
panes haven't been cleaned in 
years. 
But in this post-Ka-
trina world, some things are 
going to change, even here. 
The centuiy-old 
Steinway piano will he one 
casualty. It was damaged by 
Katrina's slashing rain, which 
and will be replaced. Jaffe 
said he'd like to see the piano, 
played over the years by jazz 
greats like Sweet Entma Bar­
rett and Billie Pierce, placed 
in a museum. 
And with money so 
tight, the venue will have 
shows only two nights a week 
_ Fridays and 
Saturdays. '' I 
don't foresee 
us being open 










ber of tourists, 
who made up 
much of the 
audience, is 
down. "This 
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E v e n t s  f o r  M a y  4 - M a y  1 1  
Thursday. 5/4 
Study Day for Exams 
STUDY DAY 
Office of Testing 
7 a.m. -4 p.m. 
NSB-101 
Parking Management 
9:30 a.m. -12 p.m. 
MSC-203 
College of Business 
2 p.m.-7 p.m. 
MSC-204 
Friday. 5/5 
Final Exam Period 
FINAL EXAMS 
Saturday. 5/6 
Final Exam Period 
FINAL EXAMS 
Sunday, 5/6 
Final Exam Period 
FINAL EXAMS 
Monday. 5/7 
Final Exam Period 
FINAL EXAMS 
Tuesday. 5/8 
Final Exam Period 
FINAL EXAMS 
Wednesday. 5/9-11 




3 p.m. - 5 p.m. 
MSC-203 
1. How many girls will learn their 42 founders over the summer? 
2. Will they know which founders go with what organizations? 3. 
Which AKA has that Holla clap? 4. Can she make it clap or is 
she just going to pass it back to the Alphas? 5. Can someone tell 
Gamma Sig, U-G-L-Yyou ain 't got no alibi? 6. Which fraternity 
has an open enrollment to all policy? 7. Speaking of fraternities, 
since they are on a lame duck prowl what are the sororities look­
ing for? 8. Simplicity? 9. Who was scared that we were going to 
have two Miss PCs after the Mr. FV pageant? 10. Or can we 
have two queens? 11. Why was the T Phi T picnic better than the 
Rhomeos? 12. Why are people still hating on Ms. Pat? 13. Who 
keeps submitting that last question? 14. When is Pi Phi Sigma 
going to have an interest meeting? 15. Why doas anybody want 
to be paper? 16. Why did the band have prom backdrops at their 
end- of- the- year party? 17. Why do girls get dressed up but keep 
their wrap caps on? 18. Don't they know it defeats the purpose? I 
19. How many relationships are about to end because summer 
time is approaching? 20. What do you really think? 
TOP 20 of the Year 
1. How can two people be identical but one still look better than the 
other one? 2. Who would have thought the Black Foxes could have 
a cute outfit? 3. Why do the biggest girls wear the smallest things? 
4. Who misspelled "Panther" on the first floor? 5. Didn't they know 
they were supposed to press spell check first? 6. What new AKA 
was a regular at Delta functions? 7. What Omega used to make 
prom dresses? 8. Who dropped out of school because they could 
not pledge this semester? 9. How many Sigmas frequent Big Yo's? 
10. Isn't that a gay club? 11. Who sprayed "Pleasant Grove" on the 
side of building 4 in Phase I? 12. Was the Kappa's loan from those 
"white boys" subsidized or unsubsidized? 13. What faculty member 
really needed her make-over at the Ebony spa? 14. Who is the girl 
dating a maintenance man in Phase II? 15. Since they are so clique 
tight when is PALS going to probate? 16. Which Alpha got his letters 
via Federal Express? 17. How many people are going to graduation 
just to see if tire president's going to be there? 18. What pregnant 
freshman has a picture of her sonogram on her face book account? 
19. Who's happy that after three years he won't be a neo anymore? 
20. Why is the last question always "what do you think?" 
This is for entertainment only. The questions submitted are not the views of 
The Panther. Want to tell us what you think? Please bring your comments and 
questions to Rm. 219 MSC or e-mail us at panther@pvamu.edu. Questions are 
ted at the discretion of The Panther. 
To all the faculty, 
staff, and student 
body, on behalf 
of The Panther 
have a wonderful 
and productive 
summer! 
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